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5S. CONFERENCE TO MEET 


World travellers, from Asia, Africa and Soviet 
ussia, the head of a laymen’s movement in 
urope, and two Geneva staff members will 
iven the agenda of the annual meeting of 
e U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
, at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, 
pril 18-20. 

At the opening session, Wednesday evening, 
s. Leslie Swain, a member of the Central 
mmittee of the World Council of Churches, 
ill report on impressions of Asia and Africa. 
. and Mrs. Swain have just returned from a 
lobe-circling tour which took them over most 
f the two continents. 

That same evening, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
ho headed the National Council delegation 
f nine churchmen which recently visited the 
hurches in Russia, will, with other members 
f that delegation, discuss what they saw and 
eard. 

On Thursday morning, Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
ecretary of the Faith and Order Department of 
he World Council in Geneva, will tell of “Cur- 
ent Issues” in this special field of interest. 
rofessor Paul Minear as Secretary of the Com- 
ittee on Arrangements for the North Ameri- 
an Conference on “The Nature of the Unity 
e Seek” will tell of plans for the Oberlin 
meeting to take place September 3-10, 1957. 
In the afternoon, Dr. Reinold von Thadden, 
President of the Laymen’s movement in Ger- 
many, will describe plans for this year’s Kirchen- 
tag at Frankfurt. Dr. Charles W. Ranson will 
report on the “Bangkok Conference” from which 
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he just returned. 

Thursday evening, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, 
an Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, will speak on the relation 
of American churches to the Study Division’s 
work on “The Common Christian Responsibility 
toward Areas of Rapid Social Change.” A dis- 
cussion will be led by Dean Liston Pope of 
Yale, a member of the World Council’s Central 
and Executive Committees, who has just re- 
turned from a visit to India and Pakistan. 

On Friday morning, Dr. Hans Herman Walz, 
Secretary for the Kirchentag, Canon Theodore 
O. Wedel, Chairman of the Department of 
Evangelism of the World Council, and Miss 
Leila Anderson, Associate General Secretary of 
the National Council of Churches, will discuss 
“Our Task in Ecumenical Education.” 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs 
and President John A. Mackay of Princeton 
Theological Seminary will lead the final dis- 
cussion on “The Problem of Freedom for Mi- 
nority Religious Groups.” 

Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill will preside at 
the sessions. Dr. Reuben E. Nelson will conduct 
the opening worship service. Dr. Henry Smith 
Leiper, Secretary of the Friends of the World 
Council of Churches, will dedicate a plaque in 
the library of the Buck Hill Falls Inn, com- 
memorating the holding there of the Provisional 
Committee meeting for the World Council 
in 1947, 

There will also be meetings of the Executive 
Committee of the Conference and of the Com- 
mittee on Interpretation and Support. 


A Message from the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches 


TECOST 1956 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all the 
member churches at Whitsuntide. 


cAt the first Assembly in the history of the Church, the twelve Apostles, being filled 
with the Holy Ghost, spoke to men of every nation of the wonderful works of God, telling 
them of Jesus Christ, and how God raised Him from the dead after they had crucified and 
slain Him. And when these men, pricked in their heart, asked the Apostles “What shall we 
do?’ the answer they received was clear: 


“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38) 


On this anniversary of the first Pentecost, believers and unbelievers alike are every- 
where asking “What shall we do?’ The nations are divided into hostile camps. There is no 
ultimate authority which all will accept, superior to the interests of the individual state. 
Conferences are held between foreign ministers and heads of states, but the confidence and 
trust essential to agreement are lacking. And with the growing terror of nuclear weapons, 
men’s madness is such that at times we seem on the brink of the suicide of the world. No wonder 
that old men should lose hope, and that young men should see no guiding vision for the future. 


mip) ow pre-eminently is the hour when the churches, with the help of the Holy Ghost, 
should speak to the nations. And we ask you, our brethren in the World Council of Churches, 
to pray for the help of the Holy Ghost, and to use such opportunities as God may give you 
for counsel or influence in your own countries. 


Hirst of all, we believe the churches, acknowledging the need of Christians themselves 
to repent, should say to the nations “Repent. Your conflicts must be resolved by reason, not 
by violence. Violence has now reached such a pitch that when once unloosed it is beyond 
human control; and unless wars can be made to cease all nations will perish.” 


Next, we believe the churches should say to the nations that it is neither by words 
of anger, nor by insistence on rights, that settlements can be achieved, but by the spreading 
of justice, by combining to meet one another's needs, and by relying for our salvation upon 
the grace and mercy of God. 


“Ohirdly, and lastly, we believe that the churches should remind the nations, with a 
passion greater than ever before, that the whole world cries out for peace, that they are all mem- 
bers of one family, and that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Father of all. 


It is in this spirit that we ask our brethren in the member churches to offer their 
prayers, and to give their witneas to the power of the Holy Ghost, and to our own unbreak- 
able fellowship in the Body of Christ. VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS 


———— THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ———— 


Signed JOHN BAILLIE JUHANON Mar THOMA 
SanTE Uperto BARBIERI MICHAEL 
Grorce CICESTR Henry Knox SHERRILL 
Orro Dise.rus 
Geneva, 1956 
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The 1960 Assembly of the World Council of 
hurches will probably be held in Ceylon at 
hristmas time 1960. This decision was reached 
y the Executive Committee of the World Coun- 
il, meeting in Gilbulla, Australia, in February. 
he Assembly, involving 600 official delegates 
rom member churches, and various categories 
iof visitors, meets every six years—the last time 
in 1954 at Evanston, Illinois. Between Assem- 
lies the work of the World Council is carried 
on by the Central Committee of 90 and its 
aller Executive Committee, of about 20. 
| The Central Committee will meet in Hungary 
Inext summer following a meeting of the Ex- 
lecutive Committee in Vienna. The two main 
themes for discussion will be “Proselytism and 
eligious Liberty” and “Role of the Churches 
in Building a Responsible International Order.” 


Praise for the United States Supreme Court 
in regard to its stand on questions of racial 
integration was the subject of an unprecedented 
official commendation by the Executive Com- 
mittee. At the same time, the Committee con- 
Bgratulated the member churches in the United 
States, other church bodies in the U.S., and the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. for the influence which they have exerted 
fin keeping their people informed and helping 
}to promote a climate favorable to integration. 
A third section of the resolution expressed sym- 
pathy for people anywhere in the world suffer- 
ing under racial intolerance and discrimination 
or for their convictions on such matters. 
| Announcement was made of a conference of 
representatives of Continental European (east 
and west), British and United States churches, 
to be held at Arnoldshain, Germany, July 9-14, 
of this year, to discuss the broad subjects of 
“Responsible Society” and “International Af- 
fairs” as these affect (1) “The Christian Re- 
sponse to the Aspirations of the Peoples for 
Peace, Order, Justice, Security, Freedom”; (2) 
“Christian Responsibility for Living Together in 
International, Social, and Economic Relations”; 
and (3) “Christian Responsibility in Relation 
to the State, Governments and Intergovernmen- 
tal Organizations.” 

In view of the expanding role of Asia, the 
| Committee looks forward to an expansion of 


Ceylon Probable Site of Next Assembly 


the work of the World Council’s Asia office. 

In connection with the Study Division’s new 
exploration of “Christian Responsibility in 
Areas of Rapid Social Change,” staff visits 
are planned in the near future to the Middle 
East, Indonesia, Malaya, Japan and Burma. A 
conference is planned under Indian leadership 
in Bombay in January to carry forward the study 
in India, and another conference will be held 
shortly in Brazil. Uganda and New Guinea are 
areas in which studies of the development of 
younger churches are already under way, in co- 
operation with the International Missionary 
Council. 


ey Me 


Gerd Mueller, his wife and two children, ar- 
rived in the United States on March 10, from 
Hamburg. The family, refugees from East Ger- 
many, is sponsored in this country by Bishop 
Henry Knox Sherrill, a president of the World 
Council of Churches. 
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Responsible Economics 


Not By Bread—Alone, just published by the 
Department of Church and Economic Life of the 
National Council of Churches, explores two re- 
cent church documents in this field to discover 
what help can and cannot be expected through 
Christian channels. The two documents on which 
the 48-page study guide is based are the World 
Council’s Evanston Assembly report on “The 
Responsible Society in World Perspective” (Au- 
gust 30, 1954) and what may be termed its 
American counterpart: the National Council’s 
“Statement on Christian Principles and Assump- 
tions for Economic Life” (September 15, 1954). 


Not By Bread—Alone offers appropriate back- 
ground reading for the Third National Study 
Conference on Church and Economic Life to be 
held at Pittsburgh, April 12-15 with the theme 
“Christian Conscience and an Economy of Abund- 
ance.” 


Reviewing the study guide, Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, executive head of the New York office 
of the World Council of Churches, says: 

“Not By Bread—Alone strikes me as one of the 
best study guides yet issued on any aspect of the 
relation of the Church to contemporary affairs. 
It is extraordinarily successful in pointing up the 
relevance of Christianity to our economic life. The 
skillful use of the two documents from the World 
Council and the National Council, results in aa 
approach which is specifically concerned with our 
American situation, and yet sees that situation in 
a world perspective. The conversational style in 
which the study guide is written adds to its use- 
ability.” 

Not By Bread—Alone (45 cents); Christian 
Principles and Assumptions for Economic Life 
(10 cents); and The Responsible Society in a 
World Perspective (20 cents) may be ordered 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific 


{ 


from the Office of Publication and Distributions 
National Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, N.Y. Special rates for quantityt 
orders. Helpful suggestions on how to conduct a 
group discussion and how to use methods of 
stimulating interest and participation recommend 
ed in this pamphlet are available in the Nationa 
Council’s publication The Camel and the Needle’# 
Eye (30 cents). | 


Available from the World Council is Evanste 
Speaks, official report of the findings of the sin 
study sections of the Evanston Assembly (56 
cents); the Division of Studies Bulletin, i 
twice yearly from Geneva (50 cents per year) 
Statements of the World Council of Churches ¢ 
Social Questions (50 cents); may be ordered fron 
the World Council of Churches. / 


A New Book 


The Church and the Public Conscience, by Edg 
M. Carlson, President of Gustavus Adolphu 
College (Muhlenburg Press, 104 pp., $1.75) 

A member of the Advisory Committee on the 

theme of the Evanston Assembly “shows how the 

ultimate fulfillment of human destiny is integrally 
related to its proximate fulfillment in this life.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthl 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fife! 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thom 

Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. Thi 
Council unites 164 Anglican, Orthodox ane 
Protestant communions in 47 countries. Neithe 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churche 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its column 
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ONG KONG: The word “diaspora” originally 
ferred to the Jewish people scattered through- 
t the old world following the Babylonian 
ptivity. Later, it came to be applied to Chris- 
living among non-Christian people. Today 
e word is being applied to Chinese in South- 
Asia and elsewhere who are isolated from 
e mainland Chinese. Many missions and other 
istian agencies which formerly worked in 
ina are now engaged in work among these 
inese. Hong Kong is a great center for this 
ork, with churches, missions, schools, and 
itals and refugee centers. One of the agen- 
es located in Hong Kong which came into 
ing about four years ago is the Council on 
istian Literature for Overseas Chinese. Its 

is to publish distinctively Christian and 
er good general literature and distribute it 
the various scattered Chinese communities. 
embers of this Council represent the chief 
hinese churches and missions at work in Hong 
ong, the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., and several pub- 
shing houses. 


LAND: For the thirtieth year in succession 
fitish and American clergymen will exchange 
pits for a few weeks this summer. Ten dis- 
inguished churchmen from Britain will visit 
e United States, preach in various pulpits and 
€ part in a number of denominational and 
aterdenominational conferences. A like number 
American pastors will go to Britain. The 
ouncils in the two countries are co-sponsors 
f the interchange. 


JERMANY: The seventh German Evangelical 
tirchentag is scheduled this summer for Frank- 
urt am Main, August 8-12. The last Kirchentag 
vas held in 1954 in Leipzig, 650,000 people 
ttending the closing session. 

This year the Kirchentag will center on the 
heme “Be ye reconciled to God,” which is the 
notto of the year for the whole Church of 
Sermany. The huge glass steel exhibition halls 
if the Frankfurt Fair Grounds, some of which 
an seat up to 15,000 people, are expected to 
ye filled from morning to evening with men, 
yomen and young people of every background 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


and calling. This is a laymen’s movement, and 
the discussions will emphasize ways and means 
of bringing Christianity into daily living, in 
factory, shop, office, field and farm, city and 
village, home and school. 


Leaders are making a special effort to en- 
courage participation by visitors from other 
lands. Each day one of the Bible studies will be 
conducted in English, and it is hoped that 
translating equipment will be available in one 
of the halls during the study groups. 


Homes as well as hotels have been opened 
for the occasion. The Kirchentag address in 
Frankfurt is: Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchen- 
tag, Frankfurt/M, Postfach 7081, Germany. 


For an American church member touring Eu- 
rope this summer, a visit to the Kirchentag may 
well prove to be the summer’s highlight. 


US.A.: Three women’s church groups in the 
United States have been responsible for the first 
three gifts toward the $750,000 headquarters 
building fund of the World Council of Churches. 


The first gift, pledged by the Women’s Aux- 
iliary of the National Council of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, designated $10,000 as a 
memorial to Elizabeth Sibley Stebbins of Roches- 
ter, New York, a life-long champion of the 
ecumenical movement. 


The United Lutheran Church Women, hold- 
ing their triennial meeting at Cleveland, October 
1-5, took an offering for the building fund and 
turned over $1,000 to the United Lutheran 
Church Executive Board. To this the Board will 
add sufficient funds to make up the church’s 
accepted quota of $13,700. 

On January 14, the Women’s Division of 
Christian Service of the Methodist Church 
authorized a gift of $25,000 in honor of their 
president, Mrs. Frank Brooks of Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa. Mrs. Brooks has presided over the activi- 
ties of the 1,800,000 women who make up the 
Division for eight years. She is one of the few 
women members of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. This gift was 
earmarked for use in the building of the library 
which is part of the expansion program. 
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A packet of Pentecost materials to help local pastors, church school 
teachers, or members of church organizations, tell about the “wholeness” 


of the Church is available from the World Council of Churches. 50¢ 
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